
Aïn Sefra: 
The French Foreign 

Legion Barracks
Then and Now



Aïn Sefra, a town in Algeria, is known as the Gateway to the Saharan Desert.  It is situated at the 
point where the Atlas Mountains begins to fade into the Saharan Desert at about 1,000 feet sea 
level.  Aïn Sefra figured prominently in the French encroachment into southeastern Morocco at 
the turn of the century.  It was the launching point, recovery point and supply base for numerous 
expeditions southwards and east into Morroco and also served for a time as the headquarters for 
General Lyautey, the Military Governor of French Morocco from August 1907 to April 1912.  Being 
a very prominent military force in the region the French Foreign Legion utilized Aïn Sefra as a 
forward operating base.  The barracks of the Legion still stands today.  I have no idea what it is 
used for now, probably military in nature based on the vehicle parks seen in the Google images.  

• The following slides (4-14) show the barracks as it was when the Legion occupied the barracks 
as references in the old postcards.  The base is much bigger than the three buildings and hospital

• The remainder of the slides (15-21) are taken from Google Maps and Google Earth and verifies 
that the same buildings used by the Legion over a hundred years ago are still standing and utilized.    

Note:  I pulled these pictures from the internet but do want to give full acknowledgement to 
where they were derived from.  I list the sites on the last slide.
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1-story building at entry point
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Hôpital Militaire



Hospital (Note small 
structure on top.)
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This photo was probably taken in the early 50’s judging by the 
uniforms of the Legionnaires.   



A single barracks building located somewhat to the east of the hospital.   



Aïn Sefra, Naâma Province, Algeria



Aïn Sefra overhead from Google Maps.    

Legion Barracks Buildings



Barracks
(Slide 13) 

Legion Barracks area 
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Aïn Sefra Military Caserne



Legion Barracks
Recognition Features
-Large structure on Southern Most Barracks
- Hospital  (roof structures)
- Entry Point Buildings

HospitalField



Aïn Sefra Military Caserne (SE half)



Google Earth view of the Legion Barracks



Google Earth view of the Legion Barracks



Sources for Pictures:

http://www.abcdelacpa.com/

http://www.fotosearch.com/

http://encyclopedie-afn.org/index.php/Accueil

http://www.abcdelacpa.com/
http://www.fotosearch.com/
http://encyclopedie-afn.org/index.php/Accueil
http://encyclopedie-afn.org/index.php/Accueil
http://encyclopedie-afn.org/index.php/Accueil

