
HOW TO MAKE A MOROCCAN MARABOUT
1. Materials and Tools:

• Foam Board.  A 12” X 12” piece should be enough.  I used cheap dollar store stuff 
because the paper peels off nicely.  This was used for the marabout walls, roof and the 
outer small wall.
• Plastic Easter Egg. Choose one side and save the other—either will look good.  If 
they were connected trim the “flash”.  Also check for any small holes and tape those 
from the inside.  The rounder side might have a larger lip that may not press into the 
foam board too far.  You should trim that off.  
• Acrylic Hobby/Craft Paints. Any would be fine; I used Apple Barrel Sandstone, White, 
a Mud/Dark Brown, a Light Blue, and a Gold Metallic.
• Paint Brushes.  Find your favorite dry brushing brush.
• Wall Supports.  I used four 1.5” high corner supports cut from wood dowel.  They 
helped the walls glue together better and hold the roof up.  You can use foam or even 
Lego’s.
• Base.  Small MDF board for the base  ( I used a 5”x5”)
• Foundation Material. I used some small flat pieces of “blue foam”.   Use this if you 
want to have the structure on a raised base.  If not, you won’t need to do the 
foundation, steps, brickwork or rocks. 
• Sand. Use extra fine sand if you have it but for this project I used the fine wood dust 
collected from a sanding project this summer.  A Pine 2X4 produces a nice light colored 
sanding dust that is a perfect sand substitute.  It does not take long to produce a 
enough to fill up one of the Easter Egg halves.
• Nail Hole Filler.   Use this to fill in any gaps at the points where the walls join.  
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Roof.  Try fitting the roof on.  It may 
need to be trimmed.  You can leave 
it removable if you like to use the 
inside of buildings for your mini’s.  It 
should rest on the four interior wall 
supports.  

Dome Ornamentation.  I 
drilled a small hole with and 
glued a small pin with a round 
head on top.  

Brickwork.  I used a very sharp 
pencil to etch flagstones and 
bricks into the foundation . I also 
added some walls around the 
walkway as well as some stairs 
from foam.  I also hit the small 
wall with a brick pattern to show 
the plaster falling off.

Wall Ornamentation.  I used 
thin strips of foam to add some 
features to the doorway and 
along the lower part of the 
wall. You could use cardstock 
from a cereal box for this.

Short Walls.  I also added some 
walls around the walkway as 
well as some stairs from foam. 

Gaps.  Ensure you use 
a little Nail hole filler 
to fill in gaps where 
the walls connect as 
well as the ornamental 
corners.



Rock Foundation.  With a 
razor blade I cut irregular 
chunks out of the 
foundation.  This becomes a 
rocky edge later when I cover 
it with some cement filler.  

!!!!!   THIS IS WHERE I FORGOT TO TAKE PICTURES   !!!!!

Rock Foundation.  I used Ready Mixed Concrete Patch mixed with some small rocks and 
sand and then colored this with some dark brown paint.  I laid this along the edges where I 
chipped away some of the blue foam of the foundation.  

Base Paint.   Once the concrete goop had 
dried I painted everything with a dark brown 
goop. I mean everything, including the roof 
(but not the interior).  The goop was maid by 
mixing the paint with PVA glue and water 
(about a third measure of each.  This 
provided a good dark base color and also 
provides strength to all parts of the 
structure especially the foam.  

Base Color.   I then painted all of the walls 
with the Sandstone color. 

Dry Brush Colors & Highlights.   After the walls 
dried completely I dry-brushed white over all 
the walls leaving a bit of the sandstone visible.  
For the rocks I used an intermediate color of 
half brown and half sandstone to dry brush  
the rocks along the two sides.  I then lightly hit 
the rocks again with some white mixed with a 
bit of sandstone.  

Rock Foundation.  With a 
razor blade I cut irregular 
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rocky edge later when I cover 
it with some cement filler.  



Sand.  I painted some diluted PVA 
glue mixed with sandstone paint on 
top of and around the rocks and the 
walkway.  I then dropped some of my 
wood dust “Sand” on the wet 
surfaces. After 30 minutes I shook off 
the extra sand.  I also used a dry 
paintbrush to work some of the dust 
into the cracks of the brickwork.  

Color Details.  This part is optional!  
Since the marabout looks good 
painted white you can stop painting 
here.  I went ahead however and 
painted the lower trim, the four 
corners and the dome a light blue.  
There are pictures of some 
marabouts painted this way and I 
thought it would look neat.  (In 
retrospect I think the plain white one 
looks a bit better).   

Other Details.  The door was 
fashioned from the piece I 
cut out of Part C.  I cut very 
shallow slits along the length 
of the door and some even 
thinner pieces of foam as 
cross boards.  I painted it 
blue and then glued it in the 
hole.  I then used a super fine 
marker to highlight the door 
slats.   The head of the pin on 
top of the dome was painted 
gold.  The rocks sprouted 
some dry grass tufts and 
someone left a terra cotta 
pot by the door.  (The pot 
was a wood bead from the 
do-it-yourself-jewelry section 
of the department store.)




