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                                          Atachana Fort - Background 

 

30.2 Km. 32 ° 13.22 'N - 03 ° 49.30' W. Ruins of the old fort at  Atchana.  Built before the First World 
War by the Legion.   

 
32 ° 13.28 'N - 03 ° 49.19' W. Military cemetery Legionnaires and Senegalese soldiers killed in 
ambush in the region in 1929 and 1931.  

Alongside an inscription on the ground, marked with stones, indicating the direction of Bou Denib . 

 
Location of fighting on September 8, 1929  can be found by taking the  track heading east towards the 
jebels Arhoussa Bou, Bou Khous and Tizi Ouzgou .  
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Location of Atchana - 30.2 Km. 32 ° 13.22 'N - 03 ° 49.30' W 
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September 1929 - Attack on Atchana (from a contemporary source) 

  
Early in the morning of 8 September 1929, a  patrol marched out of fort at  Atchana 
to get supplies. A few minutes later, gunfire broke out. 

The Lieutenant in charge of the fort gathered  more  men and set out to investigate 
the cause. With sections of men to the right and left and  with himself, and his 
command group of five men, in the centre, the formation advanced towards the high 
ground. 

At  wadi el Ghar Khang, 1600 meters east of Atchana,  he found traces of the enemy 
and when he arrived with his group at the ridge (C), he saw seven men  climbing  the 
slopes. A  fierce fire fight broke out immediately putting  out of action the five men in 
his group. The Lieutenant, alone with his horse, withdrew under fire from the 
attackers who pursued him back towards the fort. 
 

The right section, hearing the shooting, rushed into battle attacking  in turn points (B 
& E) but they  quickly also lose some men. The section commander, his head, 
wounded, also leads a withdrawal to Atchana. The left section, which has veered 
toward the centre, also falls into the ambush The section sergeant was wounded in 
the thigh and was surrounded by the attackers (D). 

Resistance soon ended. Ten men were killed, eight others wounded and,  as the 
French retreat  under fire from Aït Hammou,  the enemy try to  outflank them.  
Suddenly  a   convoy of armored vehicles arrived from Bou Denib. and,  at the sight 
of them, the attackers fled. 

Well concealed and positioned the enemy were masters of the art of camouflage, 
and surprise was entirely in their favour. The attack was sudden and brutal and they 
quickly demoralized the French with a rapid   forward assault. Only the arrival of 
armoured unit stopped the attack. The battle had only lasted for a few minutes. 
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The post at Atchana – c1928 

30.2 Km. 32 ° 13.22 'N - 03 ° 49.30' W 

 

Armoured cars of the French Foreign Legion c.1929 


