
                                                 

 

 

“In Search of the Foreign Legion” 

Trailquest Expedition to Morocco 

March 2013 



Introduction 

This expedition is designed as an Introduction to Motorcycle Adventurers and 

is aimed at owner riders who have little, or no, previous expedition experience. 

Included in the expedition fee is one weekend of team training plus additional 

expedition advice and support as  required. 

Trailquest has operated in Morocco since 2004 and we have a thorough 

understanding of operations in the country. Details and film of some of our 

previous expeditions can be found on our website and You Tube Adventure 

Channel. 

Dates 

The team will leave the UK on the Plymouth to Santander ferry at 1545hrs on 

Sunday 24 March and return on the same ferry which will depart from 

Santander at 2115hrs on  Wednesday 3 April. 

Itinerary 

As this is a training expedition the pace will be relatively gentle and, apart from 

ferry times, there are no fixed deadlines to meet. We aim to take two days to 

ride through Spain camping out on two nights before crossing to Morocco 

where we will spend five/six days before repeating the return journey back to 

Santander. 

Expedition Aims 

The expedition is attempting to locate a number of Foreign Legion fort sites in 

the Rif Mountains. These sites were constructed by the French during the 1923 

uprising led by Abdul Krim and many were subjected to intense attack. Several 

were overrun and destroyed. 

Using historic mapping, air photographs and historic diaries we will locate the 

sites and carry out initial ground surveys in preparation for follow up 

expeditions at a later date. 

 

 



The search area is shown below –  

 

 

 

     Approximate location of fort sites shown on 1923 military sketch map 

 



 

A = possible site of Astar blockhouse (Plan A) 

Should the expedition fail to locate the sites or encounter any difficulties that 

render the search to difficult the team will relocate further South to locate the 

major fort site at Atachana. 

 

Atachana fort – SE Morocco (Plan B) 
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Accomodation 

Will be a mixture of wild camping, fixed camp sites and local accommodation 

in hotels. 

Expedition Support 

Trailquest will provide full training and support for the expedition and advise 

on the necessary kit and equipment to take. We will accompany the team 

throughout and make all necessary travel and expedition arrangements. 

Training 

A compulsory training weekend will be held on the weekend of 9-10 February 

during which you will be given a full expedition briefing and undergo essential 

training in both riding, expedition and team skills. A detailed programme will 

be issued nearer the time. 

Motorcycles 

This expedition is aimed at Triumph owner / riders and we expect riders to use 

their own bikes. Trailquest bikes are available for hire* and,  if you wish to take 

this option, contact Trailquest.  

*Terms and conditions apply and will be explained on request. 

Documents 

Visas are not needed for Morocco but you will need a valid passport , full 

motorcycle licence and travel insurance. Bike insurance is purchased on arrival 

in Morocco. 

 Costs 

The expedition will cost £1500 per rider and will include ferry tickets, ferry 

cabin (shared), camping/ accommodation costs, training weekend, expedition 

tuition and support. 

The fee does not include travel insurance* for adventure motorcycling, fuel or 

personal spending money.  



*Specialist travel insurance is available at a highly competitive rate through our 

association with Global Travel Insurance. 

Payment 

You can opt to pay the full amount in December 2012 or to pay in three equal 

intallments of £500 in December 2012 and January and February 2013. 

Payment is made by cheque payable to Trailquest or by bank transfer 

arrangements ( contact Trailquest for account details).  

The full amount must have been paid by 28 February 2013. 

Further Information 

A regular newsletter will be sent to you during the months leading to 

departure. However, feel free to contact us if you have further questions or 

concerns. 

Details of the Legion Project can be found at www.trailquestarchaeology.com  

 

              

 

 

www.trailquestadventure.com 

http://www.trailquestarchaeology.com/

