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Blockhaus. The blockhouses are closed shelters and armored, intended to cover infantry 
shooters lodged in their interior. One or more of their faces must to be positioned so as to 
see the "beaten" ground. We sometimes install them inside the (defensive) works to defend 
the entrance, and to serve as a small fort (or citadel) to the defenders. Sometimes even the 
blockhouse alone is emplaced, like a small book, and is intended to occupy the point that 
we want to defend; this provision, frequently used in Africa, in the wars against the Arabs, is 
permissible only if one does not have to fear the fire of the artillery, which quickly 
demolishes this kind of constructions. 
    When the blockhouse is isolated, its layout presents reentrant angles, so that its different 
faces are well flanked (creating crossfire zones). The walls are made (of bricks) or of 
superimposed beams, maintained by poles and arranged so as to provide a large horizontal 
window. The shielding of the roof overhangs a certain quantity to guarantee from projectiles 
if necessary.   
     All around the blockhouse, we dig a ditch whose land is raised against the wall to protect 
it.  If it is proposed to guarantee the blockhouse against blows of artillery, we give this layer 
of earth a thickness of 2 to 3 meters; but it's a lot of work just to get low results, the 
blockhouse never offering, on the other hand, sufficient strength to resist properly.  
 
Bulletin Technique du genie militaire Jan-Dec 1888 
 
A blockhouse is a small building organized in such a way as to provide a troop with the 
means of resisting temporarily enough enemies. The blockhouse is usually built of wood; we 
give it different forms, according to the result we want to obtain; but those who are 
constant according to the rules of military art have only right angles, which greatly facilitates 
their defense. 
     The blockhouse was, during our African campaigns, one of the most used temporary 
fortification works.  Each column departing on an expedition took with it, on carts, a 
dismantled blockhouse, and in a very short time the troops of the gentry had put them in a 
condition to serve.  They were used either as an isolated post, when a point or a position 
had been conquered, for example, and it was a question of keeping it, either to serve as a 
redoute for the soldiers in charge of building a provisional fortification intended for a 
military operation, a camp, or to defend a similar fortification, also temporary. 
     Now I will add that it is called a small interior work, that is to say surrounded and 
defended by other works, intended to serve as a refuge for the defenders of a great 
entrenchment, and in which they can withdraw if the enemy causes them to surrender the 
main fortifications. 
 
Illustrations de Le Tonkin Exploration Dick De Lonlay 1890 

Cover Illustration: Prop from the Movie “The Quiet American (2002)”  



French Blockhouse in Madagascar 







French blockhouse, Hanoi 



French blockhouse, Hanoi 



Frontier blockhouse, Hanoi 





Frontier blockhouse, Moncay 





Employment of blockhouses 
on key terrain vicinity of Kep.   







Poste de Van Yen 
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